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CHINA World's ¥.W.C.A. Council Meeting 


On Cctober 15, the Council Meeting of the World's Young Women's 
Christian Association begen in Hangchow, China, It is the first time this body 
had held a full meeting since the one in 1938 in ilttskoka, Canada, 

/ 

Z The attendance at this gathering is approximately 100, representing 
- the Y.W.C.A. in 22 countries: Austria, Argentine, Belgium, Canada, China, 
Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Great Britain, india, Indo- 
nesia, Korea, Malaya, Mexico, Netherlands, New Zealand, Philippines, Siam, 
Sweden, United States of America. It is feared that the Japanese delegates 
have not received permits to leave their country. 


The Council Meeting is the occasion not only for legislative business 
but for corporate thought and discussion on present conditions and needs, 
_ decisions on general policies for the World's Y.W.C.A. during the coming years 
and renewed dedication to service under the Lordship of Jesus Christ. The 
_ World's Council has taken for its theme "That they go Forward" - the World's 
© Y.W.C.A. in Faith and Action - and will specially consider the commitment of 
the World's Y.W.C.A. to its Christian vocation and the commitment of the World's 
Y.WeC.A. to its responsibility in society. 


The Meeting is chaired by the President, Jonkvrouwe van Asch van 
Wijck of Netherlands. The speakers include: Mlle Madeleine Barot, of France; 
Miss Sara Chakko, India; Bishop R.0, Hall, Hong Keng; Dr Y.C. Tu, China; and 
Miss van Asch van Wijck. 


. 


The holding of this meeting in China is on the one hand the fulfil- 
ment of a decision for many years to hold a Council Meeting in the East, and on 
the other a fulfilment on the part of the World's ¥.W.C.a. of its responsibility 
for reconstruction of the life of the Associations in that part of the world. 
The World's Y.W.C.A. held leaders! and youth leaders! couferenoes in Switzer- 
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lend in 1946 as part of its reconstruction programme for Europe. The Council 
Meeting in China, which will be followed by visitation and regional gatherings, 
will be the counterpart of this reconstruction work in the East. 


A special international delegation will visit Japan at the invita- 
tion of the National Y.W.C.A. of Japan, the purpose of the mission being to 
share with the Japanese members the experiences of the World's Council Meeting. 
The mission will last two weeks and the delegation will have contacts. both in 
local centres and at a national gathering of Japanese leaders. 


YeW.C.,. leaders now in the East for these meetings will make visits 
to the Associations in various countries during the next few months, including 
Australia, New Zealand, Philippines, Malaya, India and Ceylon, and the Middle 


Haste HeP.O. Geneva 
INDIA Inauguration of the Church of South India 


On September 27, in the Anglican Cathedral of St. George in Madras, 
the ceremonies of the inauguration of the United Church of South India tock 
place (see E,P.S. No. 27). This historical event in the life of the Church 
is the crowning of twenty-eight years of labour for achieving the union of the 
Anglican, Methodist, Presbyteritn and Congregational Churches in South India, 
The service was presided over by the Rt. Rev. Chirakarottu Korula Jacob, Bishop 
of Travancore and Cochin, A packed congregation, including 600 representatives 
of Churches, missionary societies and Christian associations from all parts of 
the world, witnessed the solemn consecration of nine new bishops. The bishops 
were led in procession before Bishop Jacob and two ¢o-consecrators. Solemnly 
laying hands upon the kneeling bishops, the consecrators repeated over them 
the formula: "Receive the Holy Spirit for the office and work of bishep in 
the Church of God now committed unto thee by the imposition of our hands." 

Rach of the new bishops was then presented with a copy of the Bible and a 
pastoral staff. 


Five bishops, in addition to Bishop Jacob, nave already been con- 
secrated to form the new bench of 14 bishops of the United Church. Of them, 
five are native Indians, seven were formerly of the anglican Church, three were 
Congregationalists, two Presbyterians end two Methodists, 


The new Church will comprise a Christian community of about 1, 20C,000 
KeP May Geneva 


members. 
INDIA Women's Christian College, Madras 


Miss Eleanor Rivett, M.A., has just retired after a period of service 
as Principal of the Women's Christian Cellege, Madras. Miss Rivett comes of a 
distinguished Australian family and before her appointment in Madras was the 
Principal of the United Missionary Girls! High School in Calcutta, She has 
been in the service of the London Missionary Society, and has recently been 
appointed as one of the Vice-Presidents of the International Missionary Council. 
Miss Rivett's place will be taken by the first Indian Principal, Miss Elizabeth 
George. The hononary degree of Doctor of Laws has just been conferred upon her 
by Mount Holyoke College, U.S.A. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive. 
in 2024 | 
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Referring to the Union of the Churches in South India, Miss Rivett 
writes: "September promises to be historic, with the inauguration of the 
further Union of the Churches in South India, The Bishops, eld and new, of the 
uniting Churches are to spend in the College their days of retreat and con- 
ference before their consecration and the subsequent celebrations that are to 
take place in Madras. We are humbly grateful that this College should be the 
place of quietness and beauty thus chosen for then during these momentous days, 
This College, which came into being throush the cooperative action of twelve 
Churches in Britain and America, should demonstrate some of those things which 
in worship and service it is hoped the Church of South india, on a@swider geale; 
through the enriching of its fellowship, will be enabled to do." EPS, Geneva 


INDIA Death of bishop Abraham of Travancore 


The Most Rev. Abraham Mar Thoma, Metropolitan of the Mar Thoma Syrian 

Church of Malabar, died at Tiruvalla, Travancore, in his 66th year. Bishop 
Abrahan was educated at Madras and Toronto, Canada, and has been a bishop in 
Travancore for the last thirty years, He was widely known and respected in 
India. During recent menths he advised the Government of Travancore to join 
the Indian Unicn end stood firmly tor his views despite opposition. He was 
actively interested in the work of the World Council of Churches, with which 
the Malabar Church is affiliated. 


KR. Stanley Jones pays a tribute to the Late bishop in "The Christian 
Century" of September 24: "He headed a Church long before be became the actual 
head, because he was the soul of sincerity, had wide statesmunship and an 
evangelistic zeal. He led a Church which is entirely Indian, with no. outside 
help except such as a few of us could give at the edges... In a crisis when 
there was an attempt on the part of the authorities to cripple or crush the 
growing Christian movement it was rumored that Bishop Abraham would be arrested. 
People gathered before his house, prepared to lie down in every road leading to 
the house so that no car could get to the house without going over the prostrate 
bodies of his followers. That was the way he was loved. He was courageous, 
but always a man of peace and always loyal to his beloved Travancore... The 
greatest Christian of India has gone, but he has left behind a growing, dynamic 
Church, manned by growing, dynamic men. I know of no greater Christian _ 
achievement," HePeo. Geneva 


GERMANY Pastor Nieméller Elected Church-President 


Pastor Martin Niemdller write to us: "In Hesse, Nassau and Frankfurt 
church elections have been held this year, which finally developed into a 
church conference of the three church districts. This church conference met 
on September 30 in Friedberg and confirmed both ecclesiastically and legally 
the unity of the Church in the three districts, which had been enformed by the 
Nazis in 1933 (see E.P.S. No. 35). It then made itself into a Constituting 
Synod and formed 4 Committee to draft the constitution and a temporary adminis- 
tration until the new church order should come into foree. Finally this Synod 
asked me to become church-president and to accept the leading office of the 
Church and gave me the control of the temporary administration. I accepted 
election as Church-President of the "Hvangelical Church in Hesse and Nassau" 
and entered upon my office. These are the facts. My position as head of the 
Foreign Department of the German #vangelical Church remains unchanged," 

H.P.o. Geneva 


; iii 7 aa " es 

‘ ; i i a sid ? oe cea 

eng | ’ ake ~ veRs: qt nadot00 | ~ Oe, cia "6; 
‘ ie 

dfovth aadit' itoak sidwod ok serial) eat et, 46 ro ket eid of ee 7 e Ais «0g 

ad} to soddetuunk oft dole gad rove.til od of auelneiy “odmetqod" seec aw 

edge Te yw has. ere acodal) sit ipa ceyod nk eerste ett ‘to moked rn a. 
aco ban devitet Yo wrs “i aieuid a0. Lhoo “id mi bnece of os ssiotuio ania | 7 
tote ditt emodte xeon 0 dempoadye ag bus notieweenoa tiett veeled donee fe 

| Git ad fluores agetfo.) eid cit Iytateas yidnent ost ef »cuthou at spota ele 
pear abotiemom eauid satu palt toh. Aeeadhg eindd Yrotod ome vaendokap to, .oeder 0) 
>) Se Lowt So meas os ewitewgoes alc apowt yakod otal wna. dotdy wwaeLlod aba? a 
Mo Site woth: if seo F6 ome Slo" Ble stk bivons ee vttoh Dae atetina ni ‘wustomakd 
qudene sal ty 8 a Lhal wel Lo domd) alt fhoqud at of eokvwns Gis gtde-sow ad 
een .ct “Joh of Beldune ef Likw yqtdewodl 23 eft to pitda tems, ont ee 


i s pick; e sf = ‘ks = : ‘ } r i oe ut bd a 
: proymusys ES Dice! bik Cowell eo dbaiegt | Aidne 
Meboye ccs? i uit to rund Londayols ,Smorl “rel ams tA reall tuo vA? 7 " 


fee Cotes Soy shoe ola nt .vtoslikteu? .LGwwiit de bolb mais ge so 
ME cadeid . mucd sari bur x ouar e anitere mo? Bar aempth j& Db + eUKfhe ecw aocegh 
‘gi fetoorser tas. meord yiaute doy wh ehtcey yoréiy deal =o 10d oeoReveee 
Pe rok. OF staiacyis? to gn tah apis fuetvbe sii enjiree daeoot gghunl _e lea 


as i 7 5 » : 
- AW wil «toitiaoqye etiqn.t awsty eid tot “lei poore bro aol Gelb ee 
a Askin adie pemious’) to Lhoaved alow wiv to — otis af beteutetak ae 

Z . . ybotckitiic el viowils. wedctell eae 


ea 


Re mewekst) af?! at goteit oft I wiht oo, Saantere b &@q Bench yaOms7, oa 
_ fest oe ane emndod <d titet pool Mead 2 bibked A" ghS ‘dm 308 Jo memameg 7 


o = “pik at etitrista ate $e oF hw fassl cvs vii is +o. hOB, ST eew. ed ee 

P Sebiasne oa ktit: aeht whyeatice ef dodciw dow? oc belie »tasg okt ek loynawe.. 
- | ects Glow nt ‘peat hs oat oc why Byes ew to welts ac _fope TYsOKS ie 
5 "ey dew 4 afcukuy oF wali btodsds od to deen ald do fqMmyTSt: oe eiw utedt 
- BBedaerts ud Llew wriswia cored Par pe toipet auw te dacmevow oedsetadd se bwosg* 
Bee wicthess beer yreve at most off of Lotaqum 4 “econ ait ototed betaigey sigegt. 


qerOuROS Bow Of yineii cow vi yew wit aon ad? ,»ethwaliok sh 2p mudbes 
erate? xy. qieeditvest bovold 12d of Lagod syenic one cous Yo oem 6 eyewhs Gales 
peRI putibrosy s batied Fit ns af ded 4 ahs e2at ofbnT Yo iis dS akano ee 


; See tabt: vost suv sito Moss iy cata ae of ten Lives to oa 78%. ce wated ome 
: 


by HetreteaD wwFaew, of o wend. Z eftols Cum yetwor, ed feittba » 
_ SYOton <Cy est ; ae 
as ; 7 = 
Sncbige Seas gi tse oy! be 200 Haka) ré Lae i ene aT bs 
ce ey hams a mm a a a ee ag ’ 
. pases ts bo wersot catch a0" eq ot otto or Litaeii adel sodas oat) 


B ofnk t sepelhibuads bleed ph. Slob , TB oy elit bled goed oven enobiogia fotuiib 

Son cooetelmes dotinio elni .edeittale doamido woniF wit To sonssines doy 

> Mttged bas, Wicoisentesloee ddeod beasties bri wiredbett af 0E tod mad: 
ait yi > meet attiy Mveath bil fe iste edo ind och wwnsid wit Rt samt wid’ tu ys et 
Be 7 BhStuthienod © ont Usveth shen mend si. . (80 volt svat aoe) FRCL AP: 
eekntehs iste snd £ bre aoliut itanos elt sfexuh of outt towed 2 Bextro', rag 


: bose brebid yitralt. ,osset ogot acon biiode wipers tomo yon ttt Attaw 4 
: ead ty wie witihest atid dosone of bas, doblastys 
ae Yee TO eth vatetnints yranoqid oid te 


Mein bts vaaolt ak sottaD Lye pipe wis? eke See, — 
with ee beg Bo HORTLE. eM. gadock! sie. gti ‘seed i vee 
U bangngiom Pith waist dave fe hnealcrk wa er Y pe heen . 


oe pew Lad a live: dee viele a ke ae 
ere : . ' . | 
ae i ap ro" 


No. 36 - October 17, 1947 -4- 250 


UNITED STATES World Methodist Conference 


About 500 delegates from 16 independent Methodist groups in the five 
continents attended the opening ceremonies of the Ecumenical Methodist Con- 
ference held at Springfield, U.S.A., fron September 24 to October 2. The last 
decennial Ecumenical Conference was held in Atlanta in 1931. This Conference, 
which was scheduled to have been held in Oxford, England, in 1941, was halted 
by the war, The theme of the meeting was : "The Witness of Methodism in this 
Bra," 


Bishop Paul B. Kern, President of the Council of Bishops, cautioned 
that Methodism can adapt its "changcless and priceless realities to a shifting 
and Kaleidoscopic world", only if it fulfills four conditions : "If we combine 
a growing intellectual strength with an undiminished spiritual fervour. If any 
theoretical conflict between individual personal experience and a passion for 
social redemption is resolved. If we eliminate the possible conflict between 
an elaborate ecclesiastical policy and the freedom of the Kingdom builder and 
dreamer, And if we prevent our broad tolerance from degenerating into intel= 
lectual latitudinorianism,." 


"Many theorles of the Universe are being propounded by interpreters 
of tne contemporary world scene. Among them some happily are in line with the 
fundamental postulates of Christian thought, but others are out of harmony with 
anything distinctly Christian and are calculated to destroy the faith of any 
who accept them, We must make it clear that as Methodists we take our stand 
with all adeventurers in the world of thought who give spiritual values the 
primary place." 


The Conference discussed different topics such as : the cause of 
divorce; the Church and contemporary morals; the duty of women; the great 
social and political trends of our time. These questions led to a discussion 
of Christian unity. Here are some striking passages of a number of speeches 
on this issue: 


"Tt is fitting that as a Methodist Ecumenical Conference we should be 
reminded that Methodism is something more than a religious denomination with 
its own peculiar tenets and organisation... Today every religious communion 
is anxious to establish its claim to Catholicity. One of the most significant 
signs of the times is the growth of a catholic outlook in the Christian Church. 
In so far as this means that we have abandoned sectarianism and that we are 
eagerly awaiting the dawn of the day when the broken fabric of Christian fellow- 
ship will be restored, the catholic emphasis should receive warm encouragement 
on every hand." 


surate with the magnitude of human need. We need an army of men and women, 
philosophers, scientists, economists, leaders of industry, statesmen, doctors, 
teachers, but at all times, we shall need the testimony of those who while they 
have no special claim to distinction in the world of affairs know in Whom they 
have believed. In a world which is tragically in danger of fallingapart the 
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Christian Church has the opportunity to provide the cement which will hold human 
beings together." 


The founding of an International Methodist Historical Society, embrac- 
ing all Methodist bodies throughout the world, was announced and Bishop Paul N. 
Garber, acting as "Ambassador" of his Church to the Reconstruction Department 
of the World Council of Churches at Geneva, was chosen President. E.P.S.Geneva 


GERMANY The Bulls Return Home 


The British Military Government has released the German church-bells, 
which were stored in Hemburg and Limen, so that they can be sent back to their 
own churches. The bells from the English and American Zones will be transport- 
ed first. Those from the other zones will follow in due course. About 8, 500 
bells will be returned altogether : about 15U from Schleswig-Holstein, 650 from 
Lower Saxony, &8CO from Hesse, 350 from Westphalia, 600 from the Rhineland, 4C0O 


from Baden, 500 from Wirttemberg and 5,000 from Bavaria, E.P.o.Geneva 
NEW ZEALAND Annual Meeting of the National Council of Churches 


The National Council of Churches of New Zealand held its annual meet- 
ing in Wellington on September 3-4, 1947, The new Chairman is the Rev. W.A. 
Burley of the Methodist Church, and the Vice-Chairman the Rev. J. Baird of the | 
Presbyterian Church. 


The ieeting gave careful consideration to the whole range of the in- 
creasing activities of the Council. Plans were made for the furtherance of the 
Faith and Order Enquiry, for the holding of three Home and Family Weeks during 
1948, for the holding of a School for Speakers on the Ecumenical Movement, for 
an unofficial Conference on the relation of the Churches to the wider issues of 
education, for the sending of delegotes to amsterdam, for two youth leadership 
training courses, for the continuance of women's work, and the work of the Maori 
section of the National Council of Churches, 


The scope of work undertaken by the Council is steadily increasing 
despite care being taken that the main ecumenicnl purpose should not be lost in 
a multitude of only partly relevant activities. The growing interest in the 
work throughout New Zealand is indicated by an increase of nearly 1LOUO paying 
subscribers to the magazine "The Church and the Community". 


The National Council of Churches is constantly in touch with similar 
bodies overseas, particularly in Australia, Britain, and the United States, It 
strives continuously to further the interests of the World Council of Churches, 
and is active in the raising of funds for the Reconstruction Department's work. 


E.P.SeGeneva 
UNITED STATES Christian Committee for Jewish Appeal 


Six prominent Americans, including Charles P. Taft, President of the 
Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America, have been named vice- 
presidents of the National Christian Committee for the $170,000,000 United Jew- 
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ish Appeal Campaign. The Christian committee is currently conducting campaigns 
in more than 300 communities on behalf of the appeal, which is being made for 
the relief, rehabilitation and resettlement of the Jews of Europe. 

E.Ped. Geneva 


The Relationships of the World Council of Churches 
with the United Nations and UNESCO 


The World Council of Churches has established relationships with the 
Economic and Social Council of the United Nations through the Commission of 
tne Churches on International Affairs of the World Council of Chnrehes and the 
International Missionary Council. The Commission has been registered in 
Category B (consultative capacity). It has played an especially prominent 
part in the Commission on Human Rights. 


A delegate of the Commission of the Churches on Internaticnal Affairs 
is to attend the ennual meeting of UNESCO in Mexico City in November 1947. 


The World Council of Churches is also related to the temporary 
International Council for Educational Reconstruction of the International Nor~ 
Governmental Bodies associated with UNESCO through the Department of Reconstruc- 
tion and Inter-Church Aid. EeP,o. Geneva 


Week of Prayer of the Y.M.C.A. and Y.W.C.A. 


The World's Alliance of Young Men's Christian Associations and the 
World's Young Women's Christian association will be celebrating their annual 
Week of Prayer all over the world from Nevember 9-15, 1947. The main subject 
this year will be: "Going Forward in Faith and in Action, and their main text 
Rxodus 14:1-15, Miss C.M. van Asch van Wijck and Dr John 8. Mott, the Pre- 
sidents of these two Christian Associations for young people, have both 
written special messages for the occasion. 


Dr Mott's message says: "Cur most trustworthy leaders across the 
many years have made it as clear as sunlight that the secret of overcoming 
our gravest difficulties and meeting our serious crises has been united inter- 
cession. Never in all our history has there been a time for a greater de- 
monstration, that is now demanded and possible, of the fact that man's extrem- 
ity is- God's opportunity...!! 


Miss van Asch van Wijck's message runs: "Let us be quite frank: 
the cause of God seems a hopeless affair just now, a lost cause; Just as lost 
as it seemed to the Israelites as they stood before the Red Sea or to the 
disciples as they saw Jesus die on the cross. Was it a lost cause then? 
These are just the moments when God says: tell My children that they go for- 
ward! These are the moments when God has something to do for those who be- 
lieve in Him, and wants something done through them..." 
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A simple form of service has been published for use on Sunday. The 
subject is presented in an interesting way. For every day there is a text 
from the Bitle, with a short comment written by someone in the country for 
which intercession is being made on that day, The leaflet is published in 


German, English and French. E.P.S. Geneva 
UNIVED STATES "The Churches and World Order" 


The Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America has publish- 
ed a statement on "The Churches and World Order". which is intended for use by 
the Churches on World Order Day, October 26, second anniversary of the United 
Nations Organisation, 


The statement called for a renewed dedication to the purposes of the 
United Nations and appealed to the Americeun people to bs "willing to take far- 
sighted and sacrificial risks for peace, as they have bexn willing to take 
calculated risks in time of wur'', Underscoring the opportwmity for bold action 
in meeting tae needs of Europe and Asia, the statement asserted that "a com- 
prehensive approsch, such as that proposed by the Secretary of State Marshall, 
involved disciplines which will measure the moral stature of our pcople and 

est the spiritual vitality of our-Churches", 


Americans were urged to eliminate "waste and over-indulgence" as a 
means of meeting the food crisis" threatening Europe and Asis. 


Imphasising that fear is perhaps the greatest peril to peace, the 
statement asserted that "the growing threats to security, heightened by the 
permanent military insecurity of this atomic age, lead more and more to a panic 
psychology." "Times of insecurity and fear are crucial tests of character and 
make spiritual stability supremely important... The very lack of any adequate 
defence against the new weapons of destruction compels the world to rest its 
hope on the development of integrity, cooperation and mutual trust among the 
peoples, This hope is more surely grounded in the Christian faith and for its 
relaisation the Churches have a direct and clear responsibility." E.P.o.Geneva 


JAPAN Christian Newspapers 


Since the end of the war 81 daily newspapers have started publica- 
tion in Japan, while 4.0 others have filed applications requesting permission 
to publish. The acute paper shortage makes it difficult to obtain a permit. 


It is now learned that Prof. Tadaoki Yamamoto, President of the Japan- 
ese Y.M.C.A. has applied to the Occupation authorities for permission to publish 
a Christian daily newspaper: which is to be called ''The Heiwa Nippo" (Peace Daily). 
"The purpose’ of the newspaper will be to present a broad Christian outlook among 
the people with a view to cultivating a national character worthy or world 
citizenship", said Prof. Yamamoto. Referring to a recent announcement by 
General MacArthur stressing the importance of Christianity in Japan, he said 
that his newspaper. would offer "the best religious and philosophic thought, and 
a constructive point of view in general which will be designed to give the in- 
dividual new courage, advance the social consciousness, and invigorate the will 
for rehabilitation." 
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Already three Christian weeklies are now published in Tokyo: the 
Christian Shimbun, the Catholic Shimbun, the Women's Shimbun, In addition, 
for the past year, the Y.W.C.A. of Japan has been publishing a Christian women's 
newspaper, "The Woman's Press", This appears every ten days and has a sale of 
about 30,000 copies each issue - 10,00 on a mailing list, and 20,00 on book- 


stalls. i.P.5S.Geneva 
UNITED STATES No Attacks on Religion in the Broadcast 


The National Association of Broadcasters in the U.S.4., which includes 
the american four networks and most of the independent radio stations, declared 
in a proposed new code of standards for the radio industry that "radio should 
not be used to convey attacks upon religion", The code banned attacks on 
religion because "the Bill of Rights guarantees freedom of worship without 
fear of intimidation or reprisal", "Religious programmes", the code also 
stated, should be presented by recognised and responsible groups and organisa- 
tions. Religious vroadcasts should place major emphasis on broad religious 
truths. They should not be used for the presentation of controversial ques- 
tions or for the exoression of partisan opinions or discussions." EPS, Geneva 


GERMANY New Publishing House 


In Stuttgart it has been decided to found the "Evangelical Press", 
in which a number of Christians will cooperate in publishing Christian liter- 
ature. They include Bishop Hanns Lilje, br Eugen Gerstenmeier, President Hans 
Asmussen and Dr Eberhard Miiller. The new publishing-house aims at promoting 
the publication of Evangeiical pooks, newspapers, periodicals and correspondence, 


and at encouraging Christian films and radio talks, E.P.©, Geneva 
GILBERT ISLANDS Self-sacrificial Devotion 


Gcean Island, the other Pacific phosphate island, suffered even more 
terribly than Nauru during the war. It was so devastated that the Government 
decided to remove all its native inhabitants to one of the Fiji Islands. The 
phosphate is, however, being worked again, mainly by Gilbertese labour, and the 
Gilbertese Church on the island is under the care of a Gilbertese pastor, 
Recently these labourers remitted to the London Missionary Society the sum of 
£1,914 - approximately £2 per head, out of a labourer's wage! Also, the Church 
on Nikanau Island of the Gilberts has sent £780. The self-sacrificing devotion 
of these islanders, after all they have suffered, is moving. 4#.P.S, Geneva 


Dr Robert M. Hopkins in America 


Dr Robert M, Hopkins, of Indianapolis, former secretary of the World's 
Sunday School Association, has been named to head the National Inter-agency 
Conference on Church and Welfare Support, scheduled for November 18-19, in 
Washington, D.C. The Conference will be sponsored by the National Stewardship 
Institute of the Golden Rule Foundation. Dr Hopkins recently returned from 
Geneva, Switzerland, where he served as a Disciples of Christ representative 
to the Reconstruction Department of the World Council of Churches. Dr Hopkins 


also took an active part in the work of the Ecumenical Press Service. 
p 
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Visit to Bulgaria 


br Hutchison Cockburn, Director of the Department of Reconstruction 
and Inter-Church Aid of the Werld Council of Churches, has just returned to 
Geneva after spending ten days with the Church leaders in Bulgaria, He re- 
ceived a warm welcome as the first official emissary of the World Council to 
reach Bulgaria, As well as being welcomed by the leaders, both of the 
Orthorox and of the Free Churches, Dr Cockburn was received by the Minister 
for Foreign affairs, Mr. Kimon Georgieff, and by the Director of Cultes, Mr. 
Dimiter Ilieff, 


These iiinisters discussed with great interest the work of the World 
Council, and particularly of the Reconstruction Department, vis-a-vis the 
Bulgarian Churches, and promised their aid wherever possible in getting 
Supplies to the Churches, and in the effort to obtain visas for leaders to 
come to Conferences, for students to take advantage of bursaries in foreign 
countries, and for sick ministers and those in need of a holiday to come to 
Switzerland for treatment and rest. 


The Bulgarian Constitution separates Church from State, so that now 
all Churches are equal in the eyes of the law. The Orthodox Church embraces 
the vast majority of the people; but the Congregationalists, the Pentecostal~ 
ists, the Baptists and the Methodists, though comparatively few in numbers, 
are all active. On all hands it is said that the Churches are better attended 
than they have been for many years. Dr Cockburn addressed the Evening Service 
at the Congregational Church in Sofiia when six hundred were present, more than 
a hundred of whom having to stand; but the services in this church always 
PELL athe (puildineg; 


Dr Cockburn was able to set up a Reconstruction Committee for the 
Free Churches, an Orthodox Committee having already been formed, and he de- 
scribed to the leaders the plans for the renewal of Church life which the 
Department was able to encourage through the generosity of the giving countries. 


He discussed with the leaders the relation of the various Churches 
to the World Council. Unfortwmately Archbishop Stefan was absent in Prague 
and Belgrade. He was, however, received by the acting Archbishop Paissy and 
by Bishop Nicodeme, and paid un official visit to them in the Holy Synod. He 
saw the entirely destroyed Metropolitan Hall which the Department is assisting 
to rebuild. He worshipped on two occasions in Orthodox services and was in- 
vited to spend a night in the very remarkable Rila Monastery which last year 
celebrated its thousandth anniversary. It is a notable place of pilgrimage, 
and last year a million pilgrims visited it, bringing their food and spending 
up to three days within the precincts of the Monastery. As many as ten 
thousand have been known to pass the night in the building and outside in the 
open air. The Orthodox Church in Bulgaria has, for many years, taken an 
active part in those organisations which now form the World Council, and the 
name of Professor Zankow is held in honour throughout the Christian world. 

E.P.S.Geneva 
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